Should I request a modification of
my child support order?

You may file a Modification as soon as you
experience a change in circumstances. You should
file as soon as possible because any court ordered
changes can only go back to the date the
Modification Petition was filed. The Court cannot
go back to the date that you experienced the
change in circumstances and/or the date the
review was requested with the Child Support
Office.

A modification can only go back to
the date the Petition is filed with the
Court; not the date the review of
your case was requested.

For more information:

Visit our website at:

http://tn.gov/humanservices/topic/child-support-
services

Contact or visit your local Child Support Office.
You can find your nearest Child Support Office at:

http://tn.gov/humanservices/article/child-support-
office-locator

In accordance with federal law and U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services (HHS) policy,
this institution is prohibited from discriminating
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
age, or disability.

To file a complaint of discrimination, contact
HHS. Write HHS, Director, Office for Civil Rights,
Room 506-F, 200 Independence Avenue, S.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20201 or call (202) 619-0403
(Voice) or (202) 619-3257 (TTY). HHS are equal
opportunity providers and employers.

You may also write Tennessee, DHS, Civil Rights
Compliance Officer, James K. Polk Building, 505

Deaderick Street 14th Floor, Nashville, TN 37243,
(615) 313-4748.

Department of
.Human Services
Child Support Program:

Phone: 615-313-4880
ChildSupport.CustomerService. DHS@tn.gov
505 Deaderick Street
Nashville, TN 37243
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Child Support can only be changed (“modified”) by an What do I need to provide? Does it cost anything to request a
order. This can be a judicial or administrative order. modification?
v g . Once you contact your local Child Support office, they
Who can request a modification re- will mail you modification paperwork to review. You will There is no cost to you if the Child Support office
view? need to provide your income information and copies of handles the modification. If you are filing your own
documents to support your answers. You may be asked Petition, you may have to pay for things such as
Any of the following individuals can request a case be to provide some of these documents: attorney fees, filing fees, and costs for printing,

reviewed for Modification: mailing, and service.

. e Income and expense information
e The custodial person on the case (parent,

: When can I ask for a modification?
grandparent, caregiver, etc.) e Copies of your other child support orders

You can request a modification whenever there is a
o Copies of recent paycheck stubs and income tax life change that is considered a significant change in

returns material circumstances. This means if any of the
following happens:

e The noncustodial parent on the case (mother or
father)

e Child Support agencies

e Proof of health insurance costs for your child(ren)
e You were laid off from your job
e Proof of child care costs
e You gota job/ new job/ second job
e Copies of birth certificates of all the children living in
your home (that you are legally responsible) e Yourincome or the other parent's income has
changed (increased or decreased)

e Proof of disability

e Your child's custody or visitation situation has
changed

e The number of children you are legally
responsible for has changed (you have a new
baby, child ages out or you adopt a child)

e You (or your child) becomes disabled

How do I ask for a modification?

You are not guaranteed a modification
upon the request of a review. Your
case will be reviewed based upon the
Tennessee Child Support Guidelines.
You current Child Support Order could
be higher or lower depending on the
circumstances or facts of the case.

You can request a modification by:
e Contacting your local Child Support office

e Goingto court where your order is located and
filing the required paperwork

e Hiring a private attorney




